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SUB J : MALI'S PRESIDENT PROMISES RELEASE POLITICAL PRISONERS 

1. IN HIS NEW YEAR'S MESSAGE TO THE NATION, MALI'S 
PRESIDENT, COLONEL MOUSSA TRAORE, PROMISED THAT 1975 
WOULD BE CONSECREATED TO NATIONAL RECONCILIATION INVOL- 
VING RELEASE POLITICAL PRISONERS AND ESTABLISHMENT OF 
QUOTE POLITICAL ORGANIZATION DEMOCRATICALLY STRUCTURED 
INCLUDING ALL LOYAL CITIZENS. UNQUOTE. FUNCTION OF NEW 
ORGANIZATION IS TO ELABORATE BASIC NATIONAL POLICY. 

2. IN SAME MESSAGE TRAORE CONGRATULATED MILITARY COM- 
MITTEE AND GOVERNMENT FOR: (A) EFFICIENT HANDLING DONOR 
DROUGHT ASSISTANCE, (B) HOLDING REFERENDUM WHICH RATIFIED 
NEW CONSTITUTION PROMISING EVENTUAL ELECTIONS FOR 

THE COUNTRY, (C) DRAFTING OF NEW FIVE YEAR PLAN, 

ANDF CD) RECENTLY-HELD NATIONAL CONGRESS OF MALUCAJ 
WOO Q.. 

3. PRESIDENT TRAORE EXPRESSED CONFICTION THAT MALIANS 
WOULD APPRECIATE PROFOUND SIGNIFICANCE OF MILITARY 
COMMITTEE S DECISION TO PROCEED WITH ESTABLISHMENT 
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PRISONERS AT PRECISE MOMENT WHEN QUOTE THE MIT, IT ARY 
COMMITTEE AND THE ARMY HAVE JUST PROVIDED ELOQUENT 
PROOF OF THEIR FIRM DETERMINATION TO DEFEND AT ANY 
SACRIFICE EVERY SQUARE CENTIMETER OF OUR DEAR COUNTRY 
AND THE RIGHTS OF OUR PEOPLE. UNQUOTE. 

4. COMMENT: SHOULS BE NOTED THAT: (A) PRESIDENT 
PROMISED TO RELEASE SOME BUT DID NOT SAY EXPLICITLY ALL 
POLITICAL DETAINEES, (B) RATIFIED CONSTITUTION PROHIBITS 
FORMER ADHERENTS OF MODIBO KEITA'S PARTY FROM PARTICIPATING 
IN POLITICS WHICH EFFECTIVELY PREVENTS RELEASED DETAINEES 
FROM JOINING PROMISED POLICY-FORMULATING BODY. AND (C) NO 
MASS ORGANIZATION IN MALI IS PERMITTED TO EXIST EXCEPT AS 
VEHICLE FOR PUBLICIZING POLICIES LAID DOWN BY THE MILITARY 
COMMITTEE. TRAORE'S REAFFIRMATION TO QUOTE DEFEND EVERY 
SQUARE CENTIMETER OF OUR DEAR COUNTRY UNQUOTE DOES NOT 
AUGUR WELL FOR PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT CURRENT BORDER DISPUTE WITH 
UPPER VOLTA. 
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